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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



A method of selectively a\ 



ccessi 



havirig an indirect interface that can conununicate with one or more access network 



terminating devices, the method compris 



essing a network, using an end device 



ng the steps of: 



determining an access cap abiHty for each of the one or more access 
network terminating devices; and 

comparing the determined access capability for the each of the one or 
more access network terminating devicefs with a preferred access capability 
associated with the end device, wherein/ at least one of the access network 
terminating devices is selected based on the comparison. 



The method of claim /, further comprising the step of: 
configuring the end aevice according to the access capability of the 
selected at least one of the one or rpore access network terminating devices. 

3. The method of clq^m 1, wherein the access capability further includes 
one or more of: cost of access, qbverage area, bandwidth, delay, priority level and 
QoS. 



4. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred access capability 
further includes oyie or moye of: cost of access, coverage area, bandwidth, delay, 
priority leveLdnd QoS. 



5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

polling the indirect interface to detect if one or more new access 
network terminatiiig devices are available to the end device; 
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determining an access capability for each of the one or more new 
access network terminating devices if detected; and 

comparing the determined access capabiHty for the each of the one or 
more detected new access network ter ninating devices with at least one of said 
preferred access capability associated with the end device and said access capability 
of a currently used access network ter minating device, wherein one of said new 
access network terminating devices can be selected based on the comparison. 



6. The method of claimp, further comprising the steps of: 
10 selecting one of the 9ne or more new access network terminating 

devices based on the comparison; sfnd 

configuring the endf device according the access capability of the 
selected one of the one or more new access network terminating devices. 



15 yl^ A system for prdviding selective access to a network comprising: 

an end device; 

at least one acciss network terminating device for connecting said 
end device to said network; and 

an indirect interface coupled to the end device and to said at least one 
20 access network terminating device, the indirect interface configured to: 

determine am access capability for each of the at least one access 
network terminating device; and 

compare tne determined access capability for the each of the at least 
one access network terminating device with a preferred access capability associated 
25 with the end device, wherein one of said at least one access network terminating 
devices is selected based on the comparison. 



8. The system of claim 7, further comprising: 
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P device according the access capability 
letwork terminating device, 
n the access capabiUty further includes 
, and QoS. 
n the preferred access capability further 
^age area, and QoS. 
comprising: 
)ne or more new access network 
evice; 
;ss capability for each of the one or 
s if detected; and 
mined access capability for the each of 
terminating devices with at least one 
with the end device and an access 
work terminating device, wherein one 
;es can be selected based on the 
jr comprising: 
according to the access capability of 
5s network terminating devices, 
n said end device is a cellular 
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14. The system of claim 13, wherein sam cellular telephone includes, as a 
direct interface, means for communicating over aycellular air interface and includes, 
as said indirect interface, means for communicaung over a Bluetooth air interface. 



means for storing access netwdrk preferences; 

means for communicating witll a plurality of network access 
terminating devices over a indirect interface/ 

means for selecting one of /aid plurality of network access 
10 terminating devices by receiving access iietwork capabilities associated with each of 
said plurality of network access terminating devices over said indirect interface and 
comparing said received access network capabilities with said stored access network 
preferences. / 

15 16. The end devicax>f claim 15, wherein said indirect interface is a 

Bluetooth interface. / 

17. The end device of claim 15, wherein said access network terminating 
devices provide a conmiunication link with the Intemet. 



5 




An end device comprising: 



20 



18. 



Therend device of claim 15, further comprising: 
mfean for communicating over a direct interface. 



25 



19. / The end device of claim 18, wherein said end device can 
communicmte simultaneously over said direct interface and said indirect interface. 



/20. 
intepace. 



The end device of claim 18, wherein said direct interface is a cellular 



• 
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A method for selectively connecting an end device to a network 
comprising the steps of: 

identifying at lea^ one network terminating device available to 
said end device for connection tp said network; 

transferring capability information between said at least one 
network and said end device; 

comparing said ifransferred capability information with stored user 
preferred capability information; 

selecting one of said at least one network terminating device based on 
a result of said comparing step; and 

connecting to/said network using said selected network terminating 

device. 



22. The methoti of claim 21, further comprising the step of: 
1 5 continuing, after said connecting step, to identify network terminating 

devices available to said end device. 



20 



23. The niethod of claim 22, further comprising the step of: 

detenmining if capability information associated with a newly 
identified networw terminating device provides a greater match with said stored user 
preferred capability information than said selected network terminating device. 



25 



24. A'he method of claim 23 further comprising the step of: 

selectively changing said connection to said network from said 
selected nelfwork terminating device to said newly identified network terminating 
device based on a result of said determining step. 
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25. The methodof claim 21, wherein said step of transferring further 
comprises the step oy 

offering, from said at least one network terminating device, a foreign 
agent to said en^device. 



